
   
 

   
 

 
Media Release 
Syngenta Vegetable Seeds inaugurates modernized 
global breeding innovation center in Spain 
 
• New R&D facilities will play critical role in bringing high-quality vegetable seeds to growers 

around the world 
• Investments include modern greenhouses, laboratories, a seed processing area and digital 

solutions to enhance efficiencies in breeding processes  
• El Ejido joins Syngenta’s growing network of sites across Europe and other regions, aiming 

to accelerate the breeding process using modern tools and new capabilities  
 
El Ejido, Almería, Spain, 15 February 2024 – Syngenta Vegetable Seeds inaugurated today 
the opening of a modernized R&D facility in the heart of Almería, Spain’s agricultural region 
known as the “Orchard of Europe.” Located in El Ejido, this global breeding innovation center 
plays a critical role in helping Syngenta bring world-class vegetable seeds to growers in Spain 
and beyond. Key vegetable crops bred at the facility include tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, 
squash, and melon. 
 
“Every investment we make is focused on one key principle – how can we better serve 
growers,” said Matthew Johnston, Global Head of Vegetable Seeds and Flowers at Syngenta. 
“This expanded and modernized facility in El Ejido highlights the importance of Spain in the 
global agricultural landscape while underscoring our commitment to accelerating our innovation 
to help growers who are dealing with volatile climates and challenging environments to grow 
produce and feed the world.” 
 
Syngenta’s El Ejido site was first established in 1983 and is now home to 145 employees 
working across R&D, production, commercial and corporate functions. This most recent 
investment of $3 million covers a series of enhancements to the site that centralizes seed 
activities in Europe, allowing Syngenta to better respond to the needs of growers. 
 
Investments at the site include upgraded greenhouses to enable year-round breeding activities, 
redesigned pathology and quality labs, a seed processing area, and deployment of digital tools. 
The site also includes new office spaces and a new canteen for employees. 
 
In addition to El Ejido, Syngenta also invested in expanding breeding operations across other 
areas of Spain. This includes a new trialing location in La Puebla, Murcia, with a dedicated 
focus on leafy and brassica crops. Syngenta’s commitment to bring activities closer to the 
grower is an important step to foster customer centricity across the organization.  
 
“Our investment in Spain is a great example of how our global R&D footprint is intentionally 
shaped around localized breeding programs, giving us the ability to respond faster to the needs 
of growers in every region,” said Uri Krieger, Global Head of R&D for Syngenta Vegetable 
Seeds and Flowers. “Our ability to innovate faster is made possible through enabling 



   
 

   
 

technologies in the field and in the lab. Capturing data at every step of the R&D process allows 
us to be precise and effective in our decision processes.” 
 
Syngenta was one of first companies to breed vegetable varieties more than 150 years ago, and 
today is the most global organization in the industry with Vegetable Seeds teams operating in 
more than 60 countries and shipping seeds to 124 countries.  
 
For more information on Syngenta Vegetable Seeds, please visit 
www.syngentavegetables.com. 
 
 
About Syngenta 
Syngenta Crop Protection and Syngenta Seeds are part of Syngenta Group, one of the world’s 
leading agriculture companies. Our ambition is to help safely feed the world while taking care of 
the planet. We aim to improve the sustainability, quality, and safety of agriculture with world 
class science and innovative crop solutions. Our technologies enable millions of farmers around 
the world to make better use of limited agricultural resources. 
  
The content of this release is for information purposes only. This release is not, and should not 
be construed as, an offer to sell or issue or the solicitation of an offer to buy any securities or 
other property interests. 
 
Contact 
Jason Sparks 
Global Head of Communications, Vegetable Seeds & Flowers 
+1 224.760.8403 
jason.sparks@syngenta.com 
 
Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
This document may contain forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, 
‘would’, ‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions. Such statements 
may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these 
statements. For Syngenta, such risks and uncertainties include risks relating to legal proceedings, regulatory 
approvals, new product development, increasing competition, customer credit risk, general economic and market 
conditions, compliance and remediation, intellectual property rights, implementation of organizational changes, 
impairment of intangible assets, consumer perceptions of genetically modified crops and organisms or crop protection 
chemicals, climatic variations, fluctuations in exchange rates and/or commodity prices, single source supply 
arrangements, political uncertainty, natural disasters, and breaches of data security or other disruptions of information 
technology. Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed 
assumptions or other factors. 
 

### 

http://www.syngentavegetables.com/
mailto:jason.sparks@syngenta.com

