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Media Release 

Syngenta Group Appoints Hengde Qin as 
Chief Executive Officer  

• Succession from COO follows deliberate Board process, Jeff Rowe to remain 
CEO through August 1  

Basel, Switzerland, July 1, 2026 – Syngenta Group today announced that its Board of 
Directors has unanimously appointed Hengde Qin as Chief Executive Officer, effective August 
1, 2026, following a thorough nomination and succession process. Qin, currently Chief 
Operating Officer and Head of Seeds, succeeds Jeff Rowe, who will remain in the role through 
August 1 before returning to the United States after nearly 10 years with the company. 

Fanrong Li, Chairman of the Board of Directors, said “The Board of Directors believes Hengde, 
a highly respected leader who boasts a unique combination of operational, financial and 
commercial experience is the best candidate for the role. We are confident that Hengde will take 
Syngenta Group to the next level of its sustainable development and value creation. We want to 
sincerely thank Jeff for his contribution and service as he led the Company through focused 
execution during one of the most challenging periods in modern agriculture.” 

Qin will be based in company headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, where he has been located 
since January 2023. He has served on Syngenta Group's executive team since 2020, holding 
senior roles across the business, finance, human resources, and global operations. During his 
tenure he has served as Chief Financial Officer, Chief Human Resources Officer for Syngenta 
Group as well as President of Syngenta Group China — where he led a period of significant 
growth and profitability expansion that established the China business as one of the company's 
strongest-performing operations. He is a member of the Syngenta Group Board of Directors. 

 “Agriculture stands at the center of the world’s most important challenges – from feeding a 
growing population to improving sustainability and resilience across food systems,” said Qin. 
“That is why the mission of this company matters so deeply to me — we help farmers produce 
higher yields with lower impact. That mission has never been more important, and few 
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companies are as well positioned as Syngenta to lead that transformation. Together with 
Syngenta’s talented employees around the world, we will continue to innovate, create lasting 
value for our customers, and deliver more breakthroughs for farmers, in every field.” 

Qin previously held CEO positions at two publicly listed companies in mainland China and Hong 
Kong. He holds a bachelor's degree in economics and management from the East China 
Engineering Institute of Technology, a master's degree in industrial engineering from Huazhong 
University of Science and Technology, and an MBA from the China Europe International 
Business School. 

"I have worked closely with Hengde for many years and have seen firsthand his commitment to 
our business, his understanding of our customers, and his deep appreciation for the people who 
make this company successful. This is a transition from strength to strength," said Rowe. 

Rowe joined Syngenta in September 2016 and was responsible for the successful turnaround of 
the Seeds business, which saw strong growth and a return to profitability. He then went on to 
lead the Crop Protection business, the company's largest business unit, before taking over as 
CEO. 

“I am deeply honored by the Board’s confidence in me and grateful for the opportunity to 
succeed Jeff,” said Qin. 
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Media Relations   
media@syngentagroup.com    

 
 

 

 
About Syngenta Group 

Syngenta Group is one of the world’s largest agricultural technology (AgTech) companies, 
employing over 50,000 people in more than 90 countries. Syngenta Group is focused on 
creating Breakthroughs for farmers, in every field™, so they can make the transformation 
required to feed a growing world population while preserving our planet. Guided by its 
Sustainability Goal, of higher yields with lower impact, Syngenta Group’s bold scientific 
discoveries deliver better benefits for farmers and society on a bigger scale than ever before. 
Syngenta Group is the largest AgTech company by revenue, ranked number one in crop 
protection, number one in biologicals and number three in seeds.  

Syngenta Group, which is registered in Shanghai, China, and has its management 
headquarters in Switzerland, draws strength from its four business units:  Syngenta Crop 
Protection, headquartered in Switzerland; Syngenta Seeds, headquartered in the United 
States; ADAMA®, headquartered in Israel; and Syngenta Group China.  

For Syngenta Group photos and videos, please visit the Syngenta Group Media Library. 

To find out more about how Syngenta Group creates breakthroughs for farmers around the 
world, read our stories and follow-us on social media. 

     
 

Data protection is important to us. You are receiving this publication on the legal basis of Article 6 para 1 lit. f GDPR (“legitimate 
interest”). However, if you do not wish to receive further information about Syngenta Group, just send us a brief informal message 
and we will no longer process your details for this purpose. You can also find further details in our privacy statement.  

 

Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements  
This document may contain forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as “expect,” “would,” “will,” 
“potential,” “plans,” “prospects,” “estimated,” “aiming,” “on track” and similar expressions. Such statements may be subject to 
risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. For Syngenta Group, such 
risks and uncertainties include, amongst others, risks relating to legal proceedings, regulatory approvals, new product 
development, increasing competition, customer credit risk, general economic and market conditions, refinancing risk, interest 
rate fluctuations and access to capital markets, compliance and remediation, evolving environmental and sustainability 
regulations, changes in agricultural policies or subsidy regimes, intellectual property rights, implementation of organizational 
changes, impairment of intangible assets, consumer perceptions of genetically modified crops and organisms or crop protection 
chemicals, climatic variations, fluctuations in exchange rates and/or grain prices, supply chain disruptions, (geo)political risks, 
trade restrictions, sanctions, and export controls, natural disasters, and breaches of data security or other disruptions of 
information technology. Syngenta Group assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, 
changed assumptions or other factors. 
 
© 2026 Syngenta. All rights reserved.  
®/™ are Trademarks of companies belonging to the Syngenta Group. 
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